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Abstract

Indonesia’s territory is almost 70 percent covered by seas, with 13,466

islands and about 11,000 coastal villages. About 59.5 mullion of
Indonesia’s population lives in coastal areas and their livelihoods
depend directly on marine and coastal resources. The seas are an
essential aspectin the livesof Indonesian people.Increasing population
will need a secured food supply that partly can be fulfilled from an
ocean—based food source. The growing trend of population and energy
demand will be predominantlyissues of national development.
Industrialization process increase the need of energy consumption,
hence providing the energy supply for both industries and population
demands will be key national agenda in the next coming decades.

Considering these issues and anticipating the future demands, maritime

sector 1s one of the main sectors that must be developed among the
energy, agriculture, transportation, and tourism. The government has
put more attention to the maritime development since an early
Reformation Order (1998) starting with the establishment of the
Department of Maritime Affairs and Fisheries and increasing various
marine research agenda under various agencies. There are at least seven
national research institutions that areinvolved in marine science and
technology both living and non-living resources. Moreover, within
academia, currently more than 30 unmversities offers course in marine
science and technology. Not to mention, various vocational schools that
are growing at every regency in Indonesia. In the next five years,
marineresearch stations will be built in several parts of Indonesia and
research vessels will be constructed to improve ocean exploration and
mobility of marine scientists.
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